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WHAT GOD IS DOING THROUGH YOU!

-

FAC G DEATH

The one event everyone

must face.

r ' i SEE INSIDE!




PREPARING FOR_ SEATH

I have a friend whose parents believed that if they bought life insurance, they

would die the next day. They had a fatalistic attitude: prepare for death and you
will die imminently; don't prepare and you will live a long healthy life. The
result of their philosophy was predictable: when they died, their children had no
insurance money to cover the funeral. I've seen this attitude many times in my
years of ministry, and later in this newsletter, I've chosen to give some Christian
advice about death, dying and funerals to help others overcome it.

This question of how much preparation we should make for our death
confronted me recently when I took a tour of some of the cemeteries in
Chicago. I marveled at the beauty of some of the gravestones, mausoleums and
monuments that Chicago’s elite had dedicated to their memories. Some had

made meticulous preparations for their demise, taking pains to purchase the

best lots. Others, no doubt, thinking that preparations for death would only

Erwin W. Lutzer
Senior Pastor, The Moody Church

hasten its coming, waited, hoping to cheat death and win a few more months

or years of earthly existence.

During my visits, I read the words on as many tombstones as I could,
noting also the length of each life. In some of Chicago’s cemeteries the poor
are buried with the rich, the murderers are buried next to the philanthropists;
the communists are next to the capitalists. And the life spans are as varied as
the ages at a family gathering.

Rebecca and I have not yet chosen our cemetery plots, but it is on our agenda
to do so. We think that if one of us were to die unexpectedly, or if we were to
die in a joint tragedy, we are doing those left behind a favor by taking care of as
many matters as possible while we are alive. We do not believe that if we buy a
burial place today it will be used tomorrow. Wisdom dictates that we plan for
our death knowing it might happen tomorrow and plan for the future expecting
to die of old age.

In the early centuries of the church, the Christians were distinguished from
the pagans by their attitude toward death. When the plagues came, the
Christians accepted death with tranquility, knowing that they would be reunited
in the world to come. In contrast, the pagans refused to be comforted. They
said of believers, “They carry their dead as if in triumph!”

Christians should die differently than the people of the world. They should
not be superstitious, thinking that their future is in the hands of fate. Above all,
we should be able to plan for our death with a realistic understanding of this life

and the one that is to come.

Frslon Fotzer
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It was 1:30 a.m., and Billy
Anderson was driving down a
dark stretch of 1-95 on the
Connecticut state line. Everything
was calm, until the semi-truck
immediately ahead of him
suddenly braked hard, rolled over
on its side... and disappeared.

The bridge over the river ahead had
collapsed, taking another truck and a
car with it. In the darkness, the gaping
hole in the bridge was invisible.

The semi ahead of Billy was the next
casualty, as it slid over the edge.
Billy brought his car to a screeching
halt, and leapt out to try to warn
oncoming motorists to stop. But the
next car that passed ignored him.
Everyone in that car died as they
plummeted into the river.
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Then a truck stopped, and together
the truck driver and a very shaken Billy
managed to stop others from meeting
the same terrible death.

That was in 1983, and Billy wasnt a
Christian then. For years, the incident
kept bothering him with the question
of why he was saved, when so many
others died.

Years later, on a business trip, Billy
happened upon Running to Win on his
car radio. Pastor Lutzer was preaching
his series, “Your Eternal Reward,” and

In the darkness,
the gaping hole
in the bridge was

“Invisible.
L

Billy was intrigued. As he listened to
a clear presentation of the Gospel,
he realized that in all his 26 years of
attending church, he'd never really
heard the Gospel there.

Billy responded to the Gospel on
Running to Win, and became a regular
listener. “Moody Church Media is my
plumbline for my relationship with the
Lord,” Billy says now. “I appreciate
Pastor Lutzer’s direct teaching so
much. I have all Moody’s materials to
straighten up my life. I used to be a
pretty ugly person, and since being
saved, I've begun getting answers from
the Bible rather than relying on other
people’s opinions.”

Together, Billy and his wife, Faye,
have found inspiration and strength
through the ministry of Moody Church
Media. “Theyve taught us the Bible,”
he says simply. And Billy found the
answer to the question that worried him
ever since that night in 1983. He came
to realize that God has control over the
time of each person’s death, and had
spared him on that awful night.

At Moody Church Media, were
truly grateful for the Lord’s provision
through you, which allows us to
broadcast around the nation and the
world, warning thousands of the
dangers ahead for those who don’t
accept Christ. And we rejoice that
so many, like Billy, encounter the
Gospel through our programs and
find eternal security!
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TO HELP

YOUFACE ETERNITY
with CONFIDENCE!

When is the right time to think about the end of your life? Right now!
The following three resources from Pastor Lutzer are designed to help
you or someone you love find confidence as you face eternity. For the
Christian, death is not the end of life—it’s the beginning!

‘How You Can Be Sure That You Will Spend Eternity With God ‘

Is it possible to know for sure where you will spend eternity? What are the criteria for entering
heaven? Can salvation be taken away because of sin?

In this book, Pastor Lutzer explores the many questions Christians ask about eternal assurance,
and provides no-nonsense answers to help anyone in doubt.

Paperback, 159 pages, $11.00 (including shipping).

‘ One Minute After You Die: A Preview of Your Final Destination

What will eternity be like? One minute after death, each of us will know—whether our
eternity is heaven, or hell. Pastor Lutzer explores what the Bible has to say about the
reality of heaven and hell, and the future that awaits us all.

Paperback, 144 pages, $11.00 (including shipping).

‘ Your Eternal Reward: Triumph and Tears at the Judgment Seat of Christ ‘

Is making it into heaven enough? Or is there more we should do to ensure that
our experience in heaven doesn’t begin with tears of remorse? Pastor Lutzer takes a
close look at how our life now affects our life to come, in a book that will inspire you
to a closer walk with Christ.

Paperback, 171 pages, $11.00 (including shipping).

To order, please call: (800) 215-5001
or include your check with the enclosed newsletter reply slip.

- Our heartfelt sympathy and prayers are with the families and friends of those whose loved ones
Memorl a I S have died. Memorial gifis are a special legacy offering hope to listeners of Moody Church Media.

That Live In Memory of:

Lt. Col. John Henry Stein — Hazel Catharina Henry,

to serve on behalf of his four siblings

If you would like to remember a loved one through your giving or have others give, in lieu
Others of flowers, please send your gift and the name of the person(s) being remembered to:
Moody Church Media
Memorial Gifts
1609 N. LaSalle Blvd.
Chicago, IL 60614-6095
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You Are In
Our Prayers

Please fill out the enclosed
prayer needs slip and let Pastor
Lutzer and the staff of Moody

Church Media bnqlggg‘: needs
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“Pray in the Spirit on all
occasions W|th‘aL kinds
of prayers and reqﬂests

wir s mmna veaeri o ™ In the Steps of the Early Church

always keep on praiiﬁn

Walk along with hosts
Dr. Erwin W. Lutzer Anp Dr. John F. Ankerberg

all the saints.” (Eph

In June 2004, Drs. Lutzer and Ankerberg will be hosting a cruise through sites in
The Elders of The Moody Church: Turkey and Greece in which Paul ministered to the Gentiles and John wrote the book
Donald D. Dix of Revelation. Come and explore Ephesus, Corinth, and many other biblical places

Hanns Gross in person, as you fellowship with Pastor Lutzer.
Joseph C. Harding Space is limited, so reserve your place today or get more information by calling
Richard C. Karnath TMI Tours & Cruises at (800) 975-7775, or email them at info@tmitours.com.
Be.rvin C. Petj:rson (Chairman) Date (2004) Port
Michael C. Pitts
Thomas H. W, Sawyer Saturday, June 5 Depart U.S.
Christos L. Tsakiridis Sunday, June 6 Arrive Istanbul, Turkey
Julius P. Wilson Monday, June 7 Istanbul, Turkey

Life Members: Tuesday, June 8 Dikili, Turkey
Raymond Lahikainen Wednesday, June 9 Kusadasi, Turkey (Ephesus)

Byl J. Vaughan Thursday, June 10 Rhodes, Greece

John L. Welch Friday, June 11 Santorini, Greece

Saturday, June 12 Mykonos, Greece

Sunday, June 13 Naphlion, Greece (Corinth)
Monday, June 14 Athens, Greece

Kathy Brothers
Erwin W. Lutzer
Michael C. Pitts
Robert J. Schuldt, Jr.
Daryl Travis

Mary Whelchel

This newsletter is published by

Moody

Church dla

1609 North LaSalle Boulevard
Chicago, Illinois 60614-6095
(800) 215-5001

www.moodyradio.com
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